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cushions. Large houses had a second court where a similar room was reserved for the women when seraglio and harem were separate. Some houses had two of these main rooms on the opposite sides of the same courtyard, one being used in winter and the other in summer, an arrangement still to be found in eastern Iran. Around the court were other living-rooms and servants' quarters. All these houses had baths and a water system, often also fountains and basement living-rooms with ventilation pipes such as are still found today.
This general description can be rounded off with commentaries and descriptions by contemporary writers. One of these, for example, describes the way of life of a rich man in Baghdad:
"I visited Mohammed-Ibn-Nasr on a cold winter's day. He received me in a great vaulted hall the walls of which were covered with Armenian earth and were so smooth that they shone like mirrors. ... In the middle of the domed hall, easily twenty cubits wide and the same distance long, stood an immense metal grate, eleven cubits in circumference which burnt wood from the ghada tree.1 In the upper corner of this hall sat the master of the house, dressed in a long garment of Persian cloth from Tostar. The floor was covered with a silken carpet. He bade me sit near him, but I was almost fainting from the heat and endeavoured, therefore, to get outside again into the cold as soon as possible. Some time later I had occasion to pay him another visit. This time I was shown into another room in the centre of which was a pretty ornamental pond. At the end of the room there was a couch on raised tiles, and from it, through the open window, could be enjoyed a pleasant view over the park, with its antelopes and an aviary with its turtle-doves and other birds. I could not help remarking that it must have been like living in paradise. My host replied by asking me to stay until the morrow. I consented, and soon servants set before me an onyx table more beautiful than anything I had ever seen. In the middle of it stood a many-coloured onyx bottle with a gold rim and filled with rose-water. By
1 A desert shrub giving a pleasant-smelling charcoal.
116r the storing of mats, carpets andboth in the palace and
